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SPORTS*. SPORTS ~ SPORTS~ S 

Grey Fuller, 87, of RR 4 Aylmer bounces along waves on 
waterskis, then gives a triumphant grin as he climbs back 
into the boat after his June 20 outing on Lake Erie. Mr. 

Fuller said he hasn't missed a year since he first tried wa­
terskiing in 1959 and, if he felt up to it, would still be water 
skiing when he turned 100. 

Age no barrier for waterskier 
Grey Fuller of RR 4 Ayl­

mer won't let a little thing-­
like the fact he is 87 years 
old--come between him and 
waterskiing. 

Earlier this summer, he 
made a foray omo Lake Erie, 
keeping intact his unbroken 
record of waterskiing at least 
once a year since 1959. He 
hopes to get out again at least 
once more this year. 

Mr. Fuller said his son 
Alec's waterskiing sparked 
his own interest during one 
of many summers spent at 
the family 's Port Bruce cot­
tage. 

" I said to Alec, 'You're 
having too much ftfn, l 'm ­
going to have some too,'" 
Mr. Fuller recalled. 

He was already in his 50s 
at the time, but took to the 
sport immediately, indulging 
in it every year. ''It 's active, 
and I enjoy it. 

" I don ' t think I ever 
missed a year where I wasn ' t 
up once or twice." 
· He sold his boat a few 
years ago, and now relies on 
friends to provide a boat. 
This year, Phillip Vincent of 
Jacksonville, 111orida, 
brought the boat and Cindy 
(Bradt) Ross of San ' ntonio, 
Texas, was the spotter for 
Mr. Fuller's skiing excur-
sion. J 

They are both/ former East 
Elgin residents who were 
here for a wedding, recently. 

The water was a bit .nippy 
for the June 20 outing, Mr. 
Fuller said. " It was fresh." 

He spent 15 minutes 
cruising along on his skis at 
20 miles per hour, he said. 

He credited oatmeal por­
ridge breakfasts six days a 
week, a good farm diet and 
never drinking tea or coffee 
for his present good health 
and physical condition. 

H:: added many· persons 
He planned tO keep up his 

waterskiing record as long as 
he was physically able. "If thought .. he was ~razy to be 
, , waterskung at hiS age. He 

I mas good as I am now, I II • admitted being a poor 
try it at 100." 

swimmer, but emphasi d he 
always donned a good life 
jacket before getting into the 
water. 

His only re,gret was that he 
never fulfi lled his dream of a 
ll]arathon skiing expedition. 

"I would have enjoyed 
going from Port Bruce to 
Port Stanley,'' he said. 



NEW KE NNEL OWNERS - Lhasa Apso 
breeders Ted and Louise Fahl'ien recently 
opening a new boarding kennel or dogs and 

cats. Vanir Kennels, on County Road 52, can 
house 30 pets. -(Staff photo by Lynn Billard) 

Couple find new jobs 
by going to the dogs 

By HELEN GARTON 
for Tbe Times-Journal 

A year ago, Ted and Louise 
Fahlgren would have set aside 
with a chuckle any suggestion 
that they would be making a liv­
ing off their own business. 
Sure, they were Llasa Apso 

owners and breeders, but a ken­
nel of their own? Sorry, but 
you're barking up the wrong 
tree. 
What a change a year makes. 
The couple recently opened 

Vanir Kennels, located four ki­
lometres east of Highway 74 on 
Elgin County Road 52. 
Mr. Fahlgren became familiar 

with dogs- mostly large ones -
as a boy growing up in east Lon­
don, Ont. He chose to raise Llasa 
Apsos because they are a large 
dog in a small body. They are 
also adorable animals. 
Due to annexation and a desire 

to try country Jiving, the FahJ­
grens decided to move into the 
former Michelle's Boarding Ken­
nels. 
They had heard the property 

was for sale an~ that the opera-

tion had once been a showplace 
but bad fallen on sad times. 
Everyone they talked to said 

how Michelle Noury had run an 
almost perfect operation until 
her death. 
Just a year ago, Mr. Fahlgren 

was awaiting a contract from the 
federal government to work in 
the environmental field. · 
He had spent two years devel­

oping an environmental training 
program for the Canadian 

Armed l<'orces. The call never 
came. 
"Sometimes adversity pushes 

you to try something you really 
want to do, but would not have 
risked in good times," said Mr. 
Fahlgren. "I had considered 
going into business for myself 
more than once, but now it be­
came a matter of survival. " 
Breeding and showing Llasa 

Apsos for 12 years gave him a 
natural opening for the pet busi­
ness. 
After purchasing the property 

in late June, extensive repairs 
and renovations had to be done. 

The damage from rodents and 
deterioration from neglect was 
everywhere. 

"We wondered what we had 
gotten ourselves into," said Mrs. 
FahJgren. "We hardly knew 
where to start. " 
By Sept. 11, if all goes accord­

ing to plan, a complete grooming 
facility will_ be installed. 

Plans mclude initiating a pet­
and-plant housesitting service 
and distribution of of pet care 
products, including shampoos, 
hair sprays, cleaners and two 
lines of collars and leads. 
Vanir Kennels can accommo­

date 30 animals at full capacity, 
16 large dogs and 14 small, in­
cluding cats. 
The Fahlgrens are distributors 

of Fromm dog food, a full line of 
all-natural food with no preser­
vatives, which is new to Canada. 
New signs have been ordered 

for the Vanir Kennels from Van­
Colen lndustries in Belmont. 

" I firmly believe in supporting 
local business people whenever I 
can," said Mr. Fahbtren. 

f l 
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Dave Stover, standing, and son Roger, 
both of South Dorchester Township 
were among competitors at Aylmer Fair 
mini-tractor pull Saturday. The evening 
program proved popular with crowds 

SPONSORED BY: 

GERRY'S GARAGE 
AVON 

despite the threat of rain. The tractor 
pull was one of several grandstand 
events that included a demolition derby, 
monster trucks and a country music 
program. 
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Jamie Pake takes aim at a deer target during Ontario 
3-D archery championships at Archie Coulter Conser­
vation Area near Pleasant Valley Saturday. About 200 
archers from across Ontario attended the competition, 

organized by East Elgin Sportsman's Club. The "3-D" 
in the name refers to the use of three--dimensional, 
stuffed replicas of animals, rather than the usual flat 
targets. 



_Wednesday, November 22; 1995 

Signpost photo by Dot Sale 

Pieter Bouthoorn with his Fleet Finch in front of the 
hanger. the other Fleet Fawn is in the back ofthe hangar. 
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"19" year-old 
is flying high 

Story and photo 
by Dot Sale 

Our Community Press 

BELMONT- If you're out on a 
beautifully dear day and you hap­
pen to look overhead, you might 
just see Pieter Bouthoom doing 
what he loves best: flying one of 
his biplanes. 

He's not only a pilot; Bouthoom 
has been rebuilding planes since 
1975. 

Bouthoorn and his older 
J brother Bastian diswvered their 
I love of flying when Pieter was 18, 

just out of high school, and watch­
ing cropdusters in their Cubs fly­
ing over the wbacco fields where 
they lived in Springwater, and 
Later, in this area, where they 
watched the auxiliarY flyers in their 
Mustangs flying out of London. 

Neither lost that love. 
Born in Holland, the Bouthoom 

family, including dad Tom and 
mom Nell and· a younger sister, 
came to Canada in 1949. The 
brothers got their first plane in 

1959 when Bastian found a plane 
in need of work at St. Thomas Air­
pore, but he didn't have the 
money to buy it. Fortunately, 
Pieter did, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 

They learned to rebuild planes, 
said Pieter, because that was the 
only way they could afford to buy 
them. ''We would rebuild it, fly it, 

,, 
-r 

then sell it and buy another.'' 
Over the years they built many 

planes wgether before learning w 
rebuild solo. Pieter, here below, 
with his Fleet Finch, who operates 
two farms, has built two on his 
own; the third, is currently in 
pieces. 

Hi!> two planes, one a Second 
World War Fleet Finch and the 
other a '36 Fleet Fawn (as is the 
one in pieces). are housed in a 
converted aluminum barn that 
Bouthoorn bought in Bolton and 
reassembled here. The runway 
runs north and south, parallel to 
the fields and off into the horizon. 

Bouthoom, who sald it takes 
about three years for him to re­
build a plane, sald these planes fall 
into. three categories: ultralights, 
amateur-builts (such as the Finch) 
and standard certificate of airwor­
thiness (Pipers, Sessoas and the 
like.) The work has to be ap­
proved and the amateur-builts are 
inspected by Recreational Aircraft 
Assoc., some of whose members 
are aircraft mechanics. Bouthoom, 
an RAA member, has himself in­
spected other planes. When not 
working on the farm or on his 
planes, he auends air shows. 

'We have a great time meeting 
people. It's one of my favorite 

things about this hobby," he said. 
His father Tom used tO fly in his 

son's planes, but doesn't any 
more. "I don't fit," he said. Pieter 
explained that at his dad's age, it's 
hard to get intO a plane with no 
doors. 

"You have to be 19 years-old to 
fly in these things," he said. "And 
I'm still 191" 



rhird McNeil· reunion held 
:rlect Ontario summer day greeted 
;m East met West at the third Mc­
amion on Sunday, July 14, 1996 at 
IY Farms, thehomeoF)ohricoUlter. 
istration of over 70 members was 
Y' handled by Robina Finch and Do­
Sie. Name tags identified each per­
ranch of the family tree. 
)wing Gmce by Ma~aret McNeil, 
rtifu.l dinner was enJOyed on the 
!Ilder the maple trees. These trees 
!anted in tt1eearly 1920's by Archie . 
~g the many members of the Ida 
and Peter McNeil family were de­
nts of Peter's sister Agnes McNeil 

AYLMER 
PARADERS 
~ meotm. 14, 
and brother 
Treyor, 11, of 
RR 2; Aylmer, 
look the part 
as they rode 
on a Boat 

and David Cropp. These cousins were 
three sisters Averil Banks, Richmond, 
B.C., Maurine Mclntrye, Spy Hill, Sask., 
and Wilma Sutton of Rocanville, Sask, 
and Agnes and Eric Quark. Bany, Linda 
and Morgan Partington, Moose Jaw, 
Sask., and Jean Cornett, Scarborough. 
Ont. 

Descendants of Peter's sister Christina 
and Darius Appleford whe attended were 
Marion Campbell, London and Ruth 
Mci<illop, WaDacetown. 

Tile oldest members attending were 
Eric Quark of Saskatchewan crn.q Evelyn 
McNeil of Toronto, both over 90 years of 
age. The youngest was-illte:e-month-old 
Heather Perry of Toronto, ~ grand-

NOVEMBER 29, 1995 

called "an old :·'lllili~6 
.fashioned 
Christmas" at 
Saturday's 
Aylmer Santa 
Claus pa.rade. 
Thousands 
turned out to 

.watch the 
event. 

daughter of Mrs. McNeil 
Members ha~ special days in 1996 

were: Dora and Frank Wiltsie, I<enodh 
and Mcugaret McNeil, 50th annivef'Saries; 
Eric and Agnes Quark. 55th annivenmy; 
Evelyn and Alex McNeil of Lyons~ 40ih 
anniversary. 

Missing this year was aunt Leota Mc­
Neil who i:lied in March. 

During the afternoon the childn!n were 
taken on a hayride. Everyone enpyed vis­
iting with the many relatives and meeting 
some of them for the first time. 

Ontario relatives came from I<anata, 
Kitchener, Samia, Toronto, Aylmer, Lyons, 
Springfield, Vienna, HilJsbu[gh al¥i Eden 
~lis. 



Springfield Women's Institute plans to tidy this 
.c_emetery near the intersection of Wellington and Main 
streets in the village. -It was first used by residents of 
!Malahide and South Dorchester townships in the mid­
~1800s. It has been closed for over a century but was 

improved in 1967 as a Canadian centennial year 
project. A plaque on the large stone above says the 
site was dedicated to the first white settlers in the area, 
including Isaac. Willis, 1798- 1862, and his wife Flora 
Mclachlin, 1803- 1872. 

Springfield WI leads project 
to beautify old graveyard 

Springfield Women's In­
stitute got unanimous ap­
proval from Springfield 
Council to clean-up Old 
Springfield Cemetery , near 
the intersection of Welling­
ton and Main streets. 

At the February 4 council 
meeting, Muriel Carrel and 
Evelyn Hoshal were sup­
ported enthusiastically by 
councillors when they said 

. they wanted to clean the site 
and replace the headstones 
with a _ granite monument 
bearing names, birth and 
death dates of all 80 bo<lies 
buried there. 

The graveyard has been 
closed for over a century. 

It was first used by resi­
dents of Malahide and South 
Dorchester townships in the 
mid-1800s before Springfield 
was founded. 

The graveyard was last 
improved in 1967 as part of 
th~ community's participa­
tion in Canadian centennial 
year projects. 

At that time a plaque was 
placed on a large stone in the 
graveyard dedicating the site 
to the first white settlers in 
Malaliide al.!1 South Dorclies-

ter, including Isaac Willis, 
1798 - 1862, and his wife 
Flora McLachlin, 1803 -
1872. 

Mrs. Carrel said head­
stones in .the cemetery were 
weathered so that names and 
dates were almost obliter­
ated. The sandstone markers 
were in such poor condition 
they could not be used on a 
cairn or left to stand on their 
own. 

Visitors to the graveyard 
were often d.isappointed by 
its condition, she said. 

Mrs. Hoshal agreed. She 
had compiled a directory of 
persons buried there. 

She said, ·visitors from as 
far as California travelled to 
the site tracing their ancestry. 
Many contacted her for -in­
formation and during conver­
sations, mentioned their con­
cern oyer conditions at the 
graveyard. 

Mrs. · Carrel obtained 
prices for two different types 
of granite marker but the 
prices were based on engrav­
ing only 40 to 50 names. 

For an eight-inch thick 
monument of reu~n re~ 

granite, standing two-feet, 
six-inches tall and five-feet, 
six-inches wide would cost 
$5,500. ~ 

The second price, for a 10-
inch thick stanstead grey 
granite, four-feet by three­
feet, was $3,750. 

Council agreed with her 
suggestion the reuben red 
granite, with a polished fin­
ish, would be appropriate. 

Mrs. Carrel said, her or­
ganization could not afford 
to pay all the cost and would 
be soliciting public dona-

tions. l 
Existing headstones would 

be removed and she hoped 
descendants of persons bur­
ied there would be willing to 
take them. 

She asked council for sug­
gestions about where to place 
the monument and about 
having lights at the site to re­
duce risk of vandalism. 

Councillor Max Moore 
said he favoured the pro­
posal. The site had been 
cleaned in the 1960s and all 
headstones moved to the rear 
of the property_ 

However, some over­
energetic youngsters had 
since pushed many stones 
over. "I'd like to see some­
thing done to clean it up and 1 

make it look more present­
able," he said. 

Councillor Ken Craik sug-
gested the women might ap-

1 

proach Springfield Lions 
Club for financial help. 

ThP Tinnc haA nn~~ 

sidered placing the head­
stones in a stone wall, but 
nothing had been done. 1 

Mrs. Carrel said her group 
wanted to start quickly. The 
monument supplier assured 
her this was the best time of 
year to get the engmving 
done. In the spring, engrav­
ers would be extremely busy. 

At the suggestion of 
Reeve Bill Macintyre, the 
two women agreed to talk to 
the village parks and ceme­
tery committee to work out 
details. 
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t ThomasTmes.JoomaJ, Tuesday, September" I, 1998 - , 

9~~~Do88y~ou fj Ml 
need pollee, fire A •lltif 

ambulance?" . " 
- , 

r CaJt-taket says: 

POUCE 
Callis routed to ~ at> 

propriate pollee dispatch 
centre as determined by 
the Enhanced 911 System 
and based on the munici­
pal addreas of the tat. 
phone from which you are 
making the call. __J 

_L 
Although your address 

will appear on the co~ 
puter screen, the dis­
patcher will confirm by 
asking: "When! Is the ~ 
/Ice assistance required" 

~metgettey ~ vehicle Is 
dispatched ~ w-

"Stay on the 
1/ne. Your call Is 

f5 ~ being trans-
A . ferred. '' 

.. using the in for-
mation provided by the Enhanced 
911 System, the can is quickly 
transferred to the emergency ser­
vice requested. 

-,-----_J 

ARE 
Call is routed to the ap­

propriate fire dispatch 
centre 88 detennlned by 
the Enhanced 911 System 
and based on the munici­
pal address of the tat. 
phone from which you are 
making the call. 

I 
Although your addre~ will appear on the ~ 

puter screen, the dis­
patcher will confirm by 
asking: "Whent Is the"" 
assistance required" 

AMBULANCE 
Callis routed to the at> 

propriate ambulance dis­
patch centre as deter­
mined by the Enhancad 
911 System and based on 
the municipal address of 
the telephone from which 
you are making the call. 

Although your address 
will appear on the co~ 
puter screen, the dis­
patcher will confirm by 
asking: "Whenr Is the a~ 
bu/ance asslstsnce re­
quired" 

I 
~:~J.I dispatched • • I 
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Veterinarian takes clinic on the road 
B Y B RIAN C LEEVE 

FOR TH£ TiMCS-]OURNAL 

His truck is a portable animal hos­
pital. It contains drugs for vaccinating 
animals, telephones for owners to 
reach him and overalls to protect his 
clothes. 

Veterinarian Russ Moncrief- a lot 
of the fanners he sees just call him 
Russ- spends most of his days trav­
elling the len~ and breadth of Elgin, 
taking care oi horses, cattle, pigs and 
sometimes even a donkey. 

Moncrief has been kicked in the leg 
twice in his 20-year-career, by horses 
who had different ideas about their 
care. 

"But usually as long as I'm careful, I 
can avoid getting kicked." 

Recently, Moncrief and his helpe~ 
Laura Palumbo of St. Thomas, a sec­
ond-year student at the University of 
Guelph, checked over horses and a 
donkey at the fann of Rudy Pilz out-
side West Lome. · 

After horses, such as Shady Lady, 
were tranquilized, they seemed to co­
operate. Kramer, a donkey, was a bit 
stubborn but finally came around. 

While there's no typical day for 
Moncrief, he's often on the road at 7 
a.m. and working until 6:30 p.m. or 7 
p.m. 

"I do a lot of vaccinations and I 
make about eight ca.iis a day, "Mon­
crief explained. Of course his travels 
are dictated by emergencies such as a 
mare giving birth. 

On the morning he visited the Pilz 
farm to vaccinate and check over a 
number of animals, Moncrief had 
come from Aylmer. When he left Pilz, 
he was headed toward the St. Thomas 
area for another call. 

" I go throughout Elgin county but 
also into Middlesex and Oxford coun-
ties." 

FARMITNG BACKGROUND 
Moncrief comes from a fann back­

ground in the Kincardine, Ont., area 
and decided to focus on larger ani­

. mats to "pay back" what he had 
learned on the dairy fann run by his 
father. 

About 90 per cent of his business is 
large animals. He looks after cats, 
dogs and other-smaller critters at his 
office. 

The knowledge needed is the same. 
In veterinary school in the last years, 
vets do an extemship in a speciality 
such as larger animals,, he said. 

" It's still the same diagnostic prob­
lem, the animals can't tell you what's 
wrong with them." 

Kramer, a donkey owned by Rudy Pilz of West Lome, co-operates 
with veterfnarian Russ Moncrief and helper Laura Palumbo of St. 
Thomas after some COiXIng. Moncrief travels throughout Elgin 
tending to large farm animals. (T-J photo by Brian Cleeve) 



Rural Matters 
]bave become aware of a few 
.lroraJ. treasureslately.1)ley 
aren't expensive, bot they are 
priceless. Oor first home was 
a small country house across 
the road from a beautiful brick, 
3-porch farm house. 
·We came to know our neighbours, Anna and Mary Paddon. Mary · 
had been home caring for her elderly mother for a few decades at 
that time. She is an oilly child who wodred only briefly when called 
home When her farmer father fell ill. After her father died she con-
tinued on at home. • 
What I am sure is quite an exceptional fact is that Mary had ll uni~ 

versity education in language arts in the 1920s. There was rio TV in 
the house, no kitchen as I knew it ... they operated out of the larder 
and sat at the table in the kitchen with the pot:.bellied stove, and 
the curtain rods separating the parlour and ditring room were still 
operational. 
I remember Anna sitting by the wood stove with tears in .her eyes 
a~ she held our tWo-week-old first born and called her 'a tiny piece 
of humanity'. As our family grew and we moved to our own farm, 
we loved to go baCldor visits. Mary was alone now, still no Tv; and 
constanfly using her old typewti~Jium scllool day~ to keep up with 
Cpn-espondence and writing letters. 
What was so remarkable was that our kids loved to hear her tell 

stories .9f her younger days. She ooold stretch out a tale of simpl}' 
walking to the one-room ~hoolhoU$C as an adventure you could 
picture in your mind with wondefrul desctiplions- deep, crisp stio'V,: 
icy breaths, itchy wool stockings. I wish I had ta~ those loving 
memories and bad them transcribed so as not to lose the realities 
of our ancestors. 
I was llfrilled to hear that another neighbour, Clarence Willsey, has 

gone that one .step further and has taken the time and energy to 
write his biography, describing his childhood !lnd documenting . 
his early farming days. What a wonderful way for Clarence and 
Edna to record history; n,ot only for their descendants; out for the 
whole community. · 
While Brian and I. were at the Aylmer Fair's Appreciation Dinner 

we enjoyed a gre;~t chat with Keith l\nd Mary DanbroOk. Keith 
was bOrn in 1919 and has been .active in fann communities all his 
life. Apparently he has been quite innovative and _very focused from 
the age of three when he first left home to strike out on his own! 
And here we come across another talented stoiy teller for Keith has 

documented his life history, has had it published and books now 
sit on his grandchildren's shelves. There were even a few leftover 
for the church library and the museum. Keith and Mary have creat­
ed a 'visual' recollection and it has become a very common place 
to visit. 

They even had to build a substantiat extension to the moseum in 
order to house their memories. You see, Keith colle<..'ts antique fann 

· machinery and he can tell you a story about every one of them! Such 
a priceless contribution to our understanding and appreciation of our 
heritage. 
I e'ljoy the learning; and look forward to hearing more {rom tbe 

many talented and energetic story tellers who are taking the effort 
to write down their history. While reading, or listening to these 
stories, there is a bond we can feel with the early lives of these 
neighbours, and a knowledge that somehow our lives are webbed 
together. Those stories and books are the documentation of a rural 
culture and are truly the roots to treasure. 



, 

Tl;le Octobe,r 24 crash of two Ontario Provincial Police 
cruisers on the, Springwater Road property of Howard 
Stover, left a gaping hole in tqe priv~cy hedge in front of 
his house. The police cars we" travelling, one behind the 
Qther, west on Glencolin Line, in dense fog, when they 
went through the Springwater Road intersection striking 

an air-conditioning unit, television antenna tower and a 
maple tree. Constable Jane Shean was treated and 
released from hospital the day of the crash. Constable 
Gina Kapusovic received a broken nose and ankle and 
was kept in hospital several days. 

Dense fog on area roads 
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Winter can have 

a direct effect on your bones· 
(NC)-Most of us know about the 

importance of calcium in maintainil1g 
strong bones, but what about the role 
of vitamin D? Put simply, without suf­
ficient vitamin D, calcium crumot be 
properly absorbed by the body and 
your bones can lose calcium, leaving 
you vulnerable to osteoporosis. 

Vitamin D comes from the effect of 
the sun on your skin and from food. 
Five to 10 minutes of daily sun expo­
sure on our hands and face is consid­
ered sufficient to meet our daily vita­
min D requirement. However, from 

- - - -

October to the end of February ( north 
of Edmonton until the end of March), 
the sun in Canada is not positioned to 
produce vitamin D. Research also in­
dicates that the vitrunin D your body 
produces and can store in the summer 
is likely not enough to get you through 
the \vinter. This makes dietary sources 
of \ritamln D especially crucial dwing 
the winter months. 

Good sources of vitamin D are few .. 
So, to avoid deficiencies, the govern­
ment requires that cow's milk sold in 
Canada be fortified with vitan1in D. A 

single serving of milk ( 250 mL or 81 
oz.) provides 90 per cent of the recom­
mended daily intake for people 7 to 49 
years of age., and 45 per cent for th.ose 
between 2-6 years old and those over r 
50 years, as well. 

Some other excellent food sources of 
vitamin D are salmon, tw1a, mackerel, 
sardines ru1d herring. 

Liver and egg yolks contain some 
vitamin D but in smaller amounts. 

So, this winter, remember to pour 
yourself enough sunshine everyday! 

~ - -,... - ~ - - - - - - -

St Tho~s n mes.Joumal, Wednesday, E¢ " !i!IY 24 1m / 

~&&JOOfB® wUrot]J)ff fi)@[f@OO (1{}]® ®®Wm@W 
- VIcTORIA (CP) - Wmter just hasn't January, but this month cancelled several Canada's senior climatologist, said Tues-
becn its Canadian self this winter. events in its annual winter festival be- day from Toronto. 

Across the country, the season appears cause there wasn' t enough snow. Winter arrived late across the country, 
to have broken with tradition. Just before Christmas there was more hit with a vengeance during the Christ-
Wick~ winds are lashing the West snow _in Phoenix and Las Vegas than Ot- mas season and then retreated, he said. 

Coast daily, while people in Atlantic tawa. Since mid-jru1uary, winter in Central 
Canada are wondering when it will really Only the Prairies and the North appear Canada has been all over the weather 
begin to snow. to be having somewhat normal Canadian map. 

Toronto called in the !TOOps to help the \vinters, b.ut even Calgary and Wmnipcg Windsor posted a summer-like 19 C 
city dig out from a storm that dumped an ru-e reporting below average snowfalls. high on Feb. 11, but lately temperatures 
average winter's worth of snow in a hvo- The North is, as always, bitterly cold. across Ontruio have been dipping, con-
week period in January. "It's hard to imagine a more mixed-up tributing to a foreboding sense the worst 

Montreal received a record snowfall in winter,~ David Phillips, Environment of winter is still to come, Phillips said . 



-AYLME~ .. ~.::RES~=::'ed., March 3, 1999 \ 21 · 

-A vet's life long hOurs, 
hard work and hazards 

by Rob Perry 
of The Aylmer Express 
A veterinarian's life isn't an 

easy one, but it is rewarding, 
says Dr. Russ Moncrief of 
Robertshaw Moncrief and As· 
sociates of Aylmer. 

Dr. Moncriefcame to Elgin 
County 16 years ag9 at the 
urging of classmate Dr. Vern 
Robertshaw, .who was looking 
for an associate for his practice 
in Aylmer. 

Dr. Moncrief, now a partner 
in the practice, said he enjoyed 
working on dairy cattle and 
horses, both of which were 
numerous in East Elgin. 

Veterinarians tended to di· 
vide between those who pre­
ferred small animals, mostly 
house pets, and those who 
li.ked better to work on large 
animals, mostly farm live­
stock. 

He favoured the latter him­
self, he said, having grown up 
on a farm in a horse and dairy 
region near Lucknow, Ontario. 

"I like to be out on the 
farms. I like talking to the 
farmers, and I like the fresh 
air.''" 

· He particularly enjoyed re­
productive work, ioduding 
breeding and delivering foals 
and calves. 

That kind of job meant a 
long day, though, he said. He 
usually worked about 10 hours 
a day six days a week, 'starting 
at 7:30 or 8 a.m., plus on·call 
emergencies at night and Sun­
days. 

As a result, one thing a vet­
erinarian bad to have was an 
understanding spouse and 
children, he said. 

Each working day, he usu­
ally came to the clinic in Ayl­
me.r: first, to pick up case notes 
and supplies, then spent mucb 
of the rest of the day on the 
road .. 

He tried to get emergency 
cases out of the way· first, then 
make routine visits to dairy 

herds and horse farms. 
At least he didn't have to 

spend too much time weather­
ing rough outdoor weather, he 
said. Most dairy and horse 
calls were made in barns. 
· But a veterinarian still · 

couldn't be afraid of getting 
messy, he said. "The best in­
struments you have are your 
hands," and that often meant 
reaching inside an animal. 

Dr. Moncrief said the re-

ward at the end o~the day was 
knowing he hal helped a 
farmer sustain his livelihood, 
and relieved suffering for both 
an animal and its owner. 

The job wasn't always a 
treat, he said. Trimming cow 
hooves, for example; was tedi­
ous, tiring work that was far 
from glamorous. 

Telling a farmer that an 
animal needed to be destroyed · 
was' even rougher, and per-

sonally disappointing for a 
veterinarian, he said. 

The work also invol.ved a 
certain degree of physical dan­
ger, especially around large 
animals, Dr. Moncrief said. 

Horses and cows couldn't 
always understand that a vet's 
prodding and prying were in 
their best interest, he said. 
He's been kicked sev'eral 
times, including by one cali 
recently that broke his ankle. 

Studies never stop for 
an animal practitioner 
says Dr. Russ Moncrief 

A veterinarian can never af­
ford to stop studying, even af­
ter completing an intensive 
university course to become an 
animal doctor, says Dr. Russ 
Moncrief of Robertshaw Mon­
crief and Associates in Ayl­
mer. 

Change seemed to come 
more and more rapidly in vet· 
erinary science in recent years, 
he said. 

Some examples of recent 
innovations include portable x­
ray and ·ultrasound diagnostic 
equipment, that could be taken 
right to the farm, and an in­
creased focus on using im­
mune-system stimulants rather 
than antibiotics to treat bacte­
rial illnesses. 

A prospective veterimirian's 
·studies start with two years of 
general science at a university, 
followed by four years at On­
tario Veterinary College in 
Guelph. 

High university marks were 
required for entrance to the 
college, which admitted only 
60 new students a year, Dr. 
Monc;rie£ said. 

The four years of veterinary 
studies were "quite intensive," 
he said. A vet had to be a 
doctor not just for one species. 
but several. 

He personally found the 
first two years at the college 
the hardest, with its focus on 
theory. He enjoyed the third 
and fourth years more, when 
he got the opportunity for 
''hands-on" work with animals. 

Ultra-sound 
ln practice, .a veterinarian' s 

job these days was made easier 
by the portability of modem x­
ray and ultra-sound equipment, 
he said. 

Su.ch gear allowed a vet to 
peer inside an animal without 
cutting i~ open, he said, and 
probably represented the big­
gest change in veterinary prac­
tice, along with "a host of new 
drugs." 

Veterinarians, like medical 
doctors, have recently begun to 
encounter disease-causing bac­
teria that is resistant to the an­
tibiotics used for years to treat 
them 

Some experts speculate th• 
overuse of antibiotics amor ' 
both humans and animals ha' 
only resulted in breedir 
tougher bacteria. 

Dr. Moncrief said vets, Ji~ 
medical doctors, were trying ; 
put less reliance on antibiotic: 
especially in beef and dair. 
cattle, where they could be re 
tai.ned in meat and milk prod 
ucts and transmitted to human 
consumers. 

·Animals sometimes had to 
be allowed to weather a brief 
illness untreated, even if that 
cut into profitability, he,said. 

Some new drugs that 
stimulated an animal's own 
abili ty to fight diseases were 
being used in place of antibiot­
ics. He expected to see a lot 
more of that in future. 

Dr. Moncrief said that vet­
erinary journals, continuing­
education courses and confer­
ences were vital for a vet to 
keep up to date on the latest 
innovations. 

"You can't afford to fall 
behind," he said._ .-j ·.fi .. 

,; . .--



Members of the now disbanded Springfield 
Women's Institute recently presented 
Aylmer and Area Museum with $373, 
earned from sales of a Springfield history 
book compiled and sold by the institute. 

From left, Agnes Carrel, Leone Shackel­
ton, Gracey Purdy, Evelyn Hoshal and 
Muriel Carrel present the money to mu­
seum director P.at Zimmer. Springfield W.l. 
disbanded last April for lack of members. 
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